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NEWSLETTER

Dear Parents, Staff and Teachers,

Welcome back to the 2019-2020 school year. 

Once again we enjoyed wonderful IBDP academic results. 
Our average grade at 31.8 was very good and slightly up on 
last year. Seven of our students gained a grade of 40 or 
more, including our top result of a remarkable 44. This is 
truly a world class effort. (Generally Ivy League universities 
consider a score of 38 to be academically acceptable.) Our 
UNAS results were also very good with 15 students gaining 
100% scores in Grade 12 and significant improvements in 
results at every level. Behind this is the dedication of the 
individual students and teachers who have worked together 
to be the best they can possibly be. Congratulations to 
everyone, students, teachers and parents, on the results 
which truly reflect focus, effort and wonderful teaching and 
learning.

This year we will continue to build upon our core values. We 
expect our academic standards to continue to rise and are 
confident that they will do so. Inherent in our vision 
however, is also the need to develop our students to have 
the skills, integrity and resilience to participate in a changing 
global society. We will continue to work to develop all 
aspects of school life. We want our alumni to be proud, 
confident and thrive in the environment they move on to.

An important part of this is good manners. One of our 
strategic goals is that our students learn to be well 
mannered and that staff in the school model them. This is 
encapsulated by the poster LEARN. 

L=Learn the language of good manners.
E= be Engaging.
A= be Aware of your surroundings.
R= be Responsible for yourself
N=Nurture kindness.

Good manners is part of our commitment to learning to 
learn. This is described in the International Baccalaureate’s 
(IBO) Approaches to Learning (AtLs). Basically students 
who have learnt and demonstrate these behaviours are 
likely to develop both socially and intellectually. They will 
have the capacity to grow, contribute and develop the 
characteristics of the IBO Learner Profile. We expect 
students to be able to link the content of every lesson to 
the learner profile and to actively build these skills as part 
of their commitment to the IBO learner profile. We also 
expect our teachers and staff to model them as part of 
their commitment to the IBO’s Approaches to Teaching. 
(AtT).

The first two weeks has been wonderful. Lots of smiles 
and laughter around the school. The new religious activi-
ties have been amazing. It is so nice to see staff and 
students showing their religion in action. Enjoy the school 
year! Enjoy the fact that you are surrounded by positive, 
international, like-minded individuals joined by a common 
vision to be the best we possibly can be! I look forward to 
a fulfilling year for our whole Sekolah Ciputra family.

Martin Blackburn
Executive Principal

FROM THE EXECUTIVE PRINCIPAL



WELCOME FROM PYP

Welcome to the 2019-2020 school year at Sekolah 
Ciputra. We hope you have enjoyed a safe and relaxing 
few weeks with family and friends and that you are ready 
to begin an exciting new school year. We look forward to 
a continued partnership between school and home for 
the benefit of our students. You will soon be invited to 
meet with your child’s teachers, to visit their classrooms 
and receive ongoing communication from your child’s 
teacher related to classroom information and the role 
you will play in supporting your child’s learning.

Please be reminded that school begins promptly at 7:30 
a.m. and that students should arrive a few minutes earlier 
to prepare for opening exercises. Punctuality is a life skill 
that will serve our students well and should be learned 
early in life. Late arrival causes undue stress to students 
who may miss the opportunity to share in the community 
building that happens in class at the beginning of the day. 

During the past few weeks there have been some changes 
to staffing as we said goodbye to some of our colleagues 
and welcomed new ones. We would like to extend a 
warm welcome to:
Miss Inge – Religion Teacher
Miss Yessica – Religion Teacher
Miss Victoria - Religion Teacher
Mr. Firman – PE Teacher 
Miss Marchitania – Counselor and SEN Teacher
Miss Eleni – PYP B
Miss Lisa – PYP 2 and 3
Miss Cyndi – PYP 2
Miss Joanne – PYP 4
Miss Pricillia – Early Years Teacher Assistant
Miss Istiqomah – Early Years Teacher Assistant
 
Please join us in extending a warm Sekolah Ciputra 
welcome to them.
 
Ours is a dynamic, dedicated and knowledgeable team of 
professionals working to ensure an enjoyable and 
meaningful learning experience for your children. We look 
forward to sharing a meaningful and enjoyable year with 
you and your child. 

HIGH SCHOOL MATH NEWS

Sekolah Ciputra is proud to announce that Alvaro Vincent Wijaya 
(Grade 8, MYP3) earned the silver medal at the World 
Mathematics Invitational Fukuoka, Japan. A tremendous 
achievement, especially considering the competition had over 
20,000 participants. This is not the first time Alvaro has seen 
success on the international stage for his mathematical ability. 
Alvaro also earned a gold medal at the Mathematical Olympiad in 
Thailand!

Please take the time to congratulate Alvaro on his amazing success 
achieved thus far as a young Grade 8 student. Earning the silver 
medal out of so many participants is an amazing achievement to 
say the least and the type of training that Alvaro must endure to 
maintain "mathletic" shape is enormous. 
 
Congratulations Alvaro, Sekolah Ciputra is proud of your success 
in mathematics and we look forward to seeing many more 
mathematics medals!

Mr Dion
Faculty Head of Mathematics

The Diploma Programme is a two year journey which students 
work hard, acquiring knowledge, learning life skills and growing 
bonds of friendship. Cohort 2019 came to the end of their journey 
in May after three weeks of exams. Two months later they deserve 
our congratulations for maintaining the high standards which 
Sekolah Ciputra has achieved in recent years.

The students were part of our largest cohort ever with 44 
students registered for the full IB Diploma Programme and 12 
registered for Courses. Of the 44 full IBDP students, 38 passed and 
the cohort scored an average of 33, which was once again an 
improvement on previous years. It is fantastic to note that seven of 
our students scored 40 points or more with Madeline Sharon 
Firmanto scoring a school record of 44 points. A feat which less 
than 1% of the students in the world who take the IBDP manage 
to accomplish.

Our teachers, parents and most especially students worked 
incredibly hard last school year leading to some of the best results 
Sekolah Ciputra has ever had and allowing our students to enter 
prestigious universities in both Indonesia and abroad. I thank and 
congratulate everyone for the patience, support and hard work 
which led to the high standards set by Cohort 2019.

Simon Bradshaw 
DP Coordinator

DIPLOMA PROGRAMME COHORT 2019



IMPORTANT DATES

11 AUGUST  Eid Al-Adha 1440 H

17 AUGUST  Independence Day

1 SEPTEMBER Islamic New Year 1441 H

WELCOME FROM HIGH SCHOOL

Dear Parents & Students, 

It is with great pleasure and a wonderful sense of anticipation 
that I welcome you all to the High School of Sekolah Ciputra 
(SC) and to the 2019-2020 school year. I trust that you have had 
an opportunity to rest, relax and recuperate – but most 
importantly, to enjoy the unstructured time to be with family and 
friends and do the things you wanted to do over the summer 
break. 

I wish to extend a special word of welcome to all of our new 
families who have joined us. We look forward to forging strong 
and lasting relationships with you, in support of your child’s 
life-journey at SC. To our existing families, we look forward to 
welcoming you back to a new chapter in the lives of your 
children – one in which we trust that they will continue to grow: 
as communicators, as self-motivated learners, as critical thinkers, 
and as positive contributors to SC and the wider community.

In the High School we are committed to building a strong 
learning triangle: parent-teacher-student. The key is regular and 
effective dialogue between these three parties in order for each 
student to best utilise the wide array of opportunities that are 
made available throughout the school. While academic success is 
at the heart of our school mission, the High School is equally 
committed to the education of the whole child by providing a 
full range of activities that build character, foster dedication to 
community service, and create future leaders.

We want to see our students excel to the best of their abilities 
through a love of learning, and a love of our school and its 
community. To support this endeavor we will strive to focus on:
• Developing goals, targets and action plans for every student
  where students are setting their own individual targets and are
  assisted by their teachers to achieve the very best possible  
  result.
• Creating leadership potential in every student and, in doing so, 
  ensuring our students have the capability to actually make a 
  positive and worthwhile difference to SC, Surabaya, Indonesia 
  and the world.
• Cultivating and continuing to reinforce a strong sense of self 
  worth and respect for others.
• Cultivating school pride, ensuring a positive climate of fun and 
  learning.
• Enhancing communications with the home and having an open 
  dialogue with all stakeholders.

Please rest assured that High School staff are united in their 
commitment to inspire excellence, cultivate character, and 
empower engagement - locally and globally. They will utilise
innovative teaching strategies, coupled with fundamental beliefs  

about how students learn best, to ensure each student is 
challenged to reach their full potential. High School staff will 
strive for excellence, supporting a collaborative, encouraging and 
accountable environment. Clearly, our focus is for all children to 
be successful, but this learning cannot happen if children do not 
feel safe and cared for at school. Our desire is for classrooms 
that are so engaging, children want to be there. While we have a 
progressive discipline system in the High School, our students 
lead unique, stress filled lives, and each is an individual. With the 
guidance of experienced, caring educators we are looking to 
create a vibrant learning community where students feel that 
they are important, that they are respected, that they have a 
voice and, ultimately, that they are safe. More than ever, our 
children need our attention. If we can give each one a 
connection, some positive attention, they do not require negative 
attention from misbehaviour. But our students know, we will not 
allow anyone, adult or child, to keep another from learning.

So, what is it like to be a High School staff member where every 
child will learn the academic and social skills necessary to make 
choices in their lives? On any given day it can be thrilling, 
frightening, complex, frustrating, challenging, hectic, intense, or 
riotously funny. But, from my perspective, it is without a doubt, 
the most rewarding work I have ever engaged in, because I know 
we are making a difference for children who might not have 
opportunities in their lives without the education we are 
providing for them inside the classrooms of this focused, 
determined division.

I wish to extend a challenge to all parents to take an active 
interest in your child’s education and schooling. Do not wait 
until there are issues or problems; instead be proactive and 
discuss daily with your child what he/she is learning at school. 
We all lead busy lives but it makes a huge difference when 
parents put aside their working lives to take an active interest in 
their child’s education. Ask our staff and ask your child questions. 
Take up the opportunities to attend Parent/Teacher conferences, 
information sessions, community events, etc.

There is a real sense of excitement from High School staff and I 
would like to take this opportunity to wish every student the 
very best for the year ahead. Please know that our doors will 
always be open to our community. Feel free to call upon us if 
you should have any questions or concerns as we know and 
understand that communication is a key ingredient to a 
successful year. 

Best wishes.

Terry Swain
High School Coordinating Principal 

13 SEPTEMBER   3 Way Conference

30 SEPTEMBER-4 OCTOBER HS Camp Week



A WARM WELCOME TO OUR NEW STAFF

Cynthia Kruijer
PYP 2 Teacher

Eleni Smith
PYP B Teacher

Inge Adriana
Elementary Christian Teacher

Istiqomah Buchari
Early Years Teacher Assistant

Joanne Swain
PYP 4 Teacher

Pricillia Johanna
Early Years Teacher Assistant

Lisa Swift
PYP 2, 3 Teacher

Rahadian Firmansyah
Elementary PE Teacher

Yessica Kusumohadi
Elementary Khong Hu Cu Teacher

Terry Swain
HS Coordinating Principal

Neil Henderson
MYP Coordinator & Design Teacher

Kaitlin Suttles
HS Physics Teacher

Michelle Nagashima
HS Art Teacher

Victoria Woen
Cross School Christian Teacher



FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL ACTIVITIES


