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Dear Parents, Teachers and Staff,

It is amazing to look back over the last year and marvel at the 
changes that have impacted our lives.  This time last year 
talk of possible online learning was subdued, and most of us 
expected lockdowns to be no more than a few weeks.  Fast 
forward a year, and online learning has become the norm 
and face to face teaching something to aspire to.

Firstly, let’s reflect on the wonderful job our school 
community has done in asserting itself during these difficult 
times.  We have clearly demonstrated the resilience and 
integrity that our vision describes.  We have not been scared 
to put our online programme under the microscope and 
refine it to a point where it is far more streamlined and 
conducive to learning.  During this time we have successfully 
re-authorised as a continuum school with the IBO.  We have 
gained full accreditation from WASC.  To do this, we had to be 
able to demonstrate a level of consistent excellence and the 
capacity to reflect upon problems and to learn and grow 
together.  We have also maintained and built upon our 
programmes, demonstrating excellence with the PYP 
Exhibition, the MYP Personal Project and our Art Festival.  We 
have maintained very close contact as a community and 
been mutually supportive and open to change.  Whilst we all 
wish that this had not happened, and particularly the 
occurrence of the tragic passing of our beloved Pak Ali, we 
have grown much stronger and even more resilient.

Thankfully, now we are seeing some green shoots of 
recovery.  All but one of our expatriate teachers have finally 
arrived in the country, which is a great relief both to us as 
well as to the teachers who have been working since July 
from different time zones. (We expect our last expatriate to 
arrive during the holiday break.)  We have a wonderful 

initiative in the Early Years where small groups of students, 
under strict conditions, are coming in to the school for 
guided play to help support their learning.  We also have 
some groups of PYP students using the playground.  Our 
expectations are that these initiatives will grow and more 
and more students will be entering the school.  It has been 
wonderful to see the government vaccination process 
helping the most vulnerable in our community.  Teachers 
have been prioritised with a view towards a reopening in 
the 2021-2022 academic year.  Our own Covid-19 taskforce 
has met every week since the school closure and has very 
robust plans for re-opening which have been endorsed by 
the Education Ministry.

One thing we have learned is to expect the unexpected!  We 
hope things roll out according to plan, but if they don’t, we 
are very confident in our systems and capacity to deal with 
whatever situation gets thrown at us.  I wish you all a very 
happy break.  I hope you have the opportunity for quality 
family time and look forward to a strong end to the year in 
Term 4.  
God bless you all.

Martin Blackburn 
Executive Principal
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29 March – 2 April       
2 April                           
10 – 18 May                 
26 May                          
1 June                           
18 June                         

Mid Semester Break
Good Friday 
Eid Al Fitr 1442 H Break 
Vesak Day 
Pancasila Day
End of School Year 
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In March we celebrated a full year of online learning.  I know 
it is incredible to think that when we all went into lockdown 
a year ago and our learning became remote, that we 
thought this would just be for a couple of weeks! When I 
think back on this time, a year ago, I can see that the virtual 
overnight transformation of teaching and learning was quite 
miraculous.  And now here we are; a year later and we are 
not only surviving but thriving in our virtual classrooms.  
This is why we celebrate! We celebrate resilience.  We 
celebrate autonomy.  We celebrate independence.  And we 
celebrate partnerships and team work!  Well done parents, 
students and teachers.

The last term has seen much to celebrate, starting with the 
arrival of three of our expat teachers: Ms Bianca (Brazilian); 
Mr Zach (American): and Ms Caitlin (American).  This has 
really been a most joyous addition to our team and it is 
really great to have them in Indonesia.  Our expat and local 
teachers are sharing expertise and experience in all things 
PYP and they have been working hard at developing and 
implementing inquiry tools and strategies and making the 
Approaches to Learning (AtL) really live in our PYP 
classrooms. This was evidenced in the recent PYP6 
Exhibition, a culminating activity which showcases the 
inquiry process and the ability of students to action their 
learning.  All parents were also able to share this learning 
journey with their child(ren) in the form of the Student led 
Conference which took on a more intimate nature being 
presented at home. We know that the students felt really 
empowered to discuss and explore their learning with their 
parents through this reporting activity.  

We’ve had so many great activities and events take place in 
the last 11 weeks including the World Read Aloud Day when 
our students recited poetry using Flipgrid.  We also had our 
Dream Job Day when we saw scientists, computer 
programmers, dancers, artists, pilots, teachers, 
skateboarders and many other interesting professions 
show up in their Class Assembly.  We enjoyed many fun and 
interactive assemblies and we thoroughly enjoyed  
‘Unlocking our Creativity’ during the Sekolah Ciputra Arts 
Festival.  The creation of our Virtual Art Gallery was a 
wonderful initiative from our Visual Art Department and it 
gave us all an opportunity to view over 200 pieces of art 
despite the fact that we were all operating from our own 
homes.  

We enjoyed an amazing Chinese New Year celebration in 
the form of a lively and colourful assembly which really 
brought together all the creativity and innovation in our 
Mandarin Department.  It was truly beautiful.

This has been a full and exciting term and we still have 
much work to complete and many great ideas to ignite! Our 
Sekolah Ciputra PYP Podcast has been launched and our 
Early Years initiatives have given students small windows of 
opportunity to enjoy our school facilities. We aim to continue 
to ignite inspiration and passion for learning in our final 
term and ensure that each of students grows in their 
inquiry, action and lifelong learning. 

PYP Team

Throughout our lives, we have experienced being at peace, but have you thought about how it all started? Well, this is 
the perfect time to read my thoughts!

Peace is something you unlock when you're very calm and have nothing to worry about. It's just the perfect feeling you 
want to feel every single hour of every single day. The feeling you get when you have finished all of your tasks or when 
you don’t get annoyed by your siblings for a day. It’s that kind of feeling. Most people find it hard to find their peaceful 
spot, but let me share a tip on finding one.

When you want to find your peaceful spot, try to find the spot that makes you happiest. It could be...your swimming 
pool, or your living room, or even the kitchen! It’s part of your imagination. You could even make your own private space 
nobody can enter but you. It’s a place where there is no trouble, no sadness, and no problems. It’s perfect! You can 
never go wrong with it, can you? And you also spend most of the day there. For example your room! Ahh yes yes.. very 
interesting!

There’s always one thing that can ruin your peace. People, loud noises, or even bugs. It’s things that annoys you most. 
You never want it to stay with you. Or anywhere near your peaceful spot. Also, when you're in your peaceful spot, read 
a book, or do what you most desire. Such as your hobbies or finishing what you started. It’s a place full of imagination!

Just a reminder, peace is the feeling you always want every second of every minute. 
Thanks for reading my article!

Demi-5C

Message from PYP

Article
Peace



For one week starting from March 15th – 19th, 2021 the ARTS Department held their annual Art Festival. This year the theme 
was “Unlock your Creativity “.

The students involved started from Pre-El, Elementary through to High School. They showed skills in music, dance, painting, 
singing, and pantomime…many of the students talents are what they have learned in the classroom. 

There were over 200 Art works selected. During this event, the best PYP Artwork was selected and will be the cover of the 
Sekolah Ciputra Yearbook.

Here is a testimonial from one of our talented students:

2021Arts Fe�ival



Dear Parents & Students, 

It looks like our online learning programme will remain in 
place until further notice and is expected to last until at least 
Term 4. Of course, we will inform you the moment we hear 
of any change in this arrangement. There are two 
immediate priorities for the remainder of this academic year 
irrespective of whether we are learning online or 
face-to-face: ensuring the well-being of every child and 
their access to high-quality learning. One could argue that 
these two priorities are matters that all educators should 
embrace all of the time.

Grade 12 parents and students were recently informed of 
the decision for Indonesian International Baccalaureate (IB) 
schools, based on information from the Indonesian 
government and IB Heads of School in Indonesia, not to sit IB 
Diploma (IBDP) exams this coming May. This decision was 
predicated on the current conditions surrounding COVID-19 
and potential lockdown requirements. Grade 12 mock exams 
went well. Thank you to everyone who made this 
possible...Grade 12 students, our invigilators, ICT staff, our 
librarians and, last but not least, Mr. Simon - who spent a 
great deal of time preparing for and overseeing the 2-week 
event.

Wednesday (24 Feb) saw our Grade 10 students 
successfully present virtually during the annual Personal 
Project (PP) Exhibition - well done to all students. Thank you 
to all of the teachers who acted as supervisors and a BIG 

In an era of globalisation and digitalisation, the foreign exchange market 
will always be such an interesting topic. Knowing that fact, I tried to 
create an eBook that compiles all my understanding and knowledge 
about “how to predict the unpredictable foreign exchange market 
through technical analysis”. I specifically chose foreign exchange as the 
topic of my Personal Project because I am certain that this project offers 
such a great opportunity for me to explore deeper into what I have been 

thank you to Mr. Fery (PP Coordinator), Ms. Shinta (Presenter) 
and Mr. Neil (MYP Coordinator).

A plea to all students…please continue to engage in your 
learning, remain positive and remember that all that you 
have learned, and the skills you have developed, are still 
very important and will be needed. Please do not give up or 
disengage from your learning. 

While it will never be the same as being in school, we have 
learned many lessons from online learning and we expect 
everyone’s experience to be much more dynamic and 
effective. We also want to ensure that your child’s welfare 
and well-being is protected. Accordingly, we have created 
an open email address: wecanhelp@sekolahciputra.sch.id 
for students and parents to contact us (in English or Bahasa 
Indonesian) if you are anxious/worried during online 
learning or just need help with something in general. Please 
understand that you are not alone – we are online and here 
for you. 

Term 3 Progress Reports will be emailed to Grades 7-11 
parents on 26 March. Semester 2 report cards will be 
shared with Grade 12 parents on 28 May. 

Meanwhile, have a restful and enjoyable break…See you for 
Term 4 on the 5th April.
Sampai Nanti.
 
Mr. Terry Swain
High School Coordinating Principal 

interested in since Grade 9. Exploring deeper into my personal interest was such a great experience, which I am extremely 
grateful for.
 
All my dedication and hard work was worth it. My passion is learning about finance and trading and during this project for 
almost 7 months, it felt like a second. For these past months, I went through a lot but I finally made it. This would not be 
possible without the endless support from my Personal Project supervisor, Ms. Karinna Thea.
 
Lastly, I learned about good time management, managing my time wisely was my biggest obstacle in this project. Writing my 
reports and the contents of my eBook was not that easy, yet my assignments from other subject classes kept on piling up. 
But I am very proud of myself as I was able to overcome it despite the obstacles during the journey of my Personal Project.
 
I hope this will inspire other students to do well in their upcoming Personal Projects.

Benedecta Nadya Evangelie - Grade 10

Message from High Sch�l

How to Predict the Unpredictable Foreign Exchange
Market through Technical Analysis



On the weekend of the 27th - 28th of February, many of our high school students (alongside participants from other schools) 
took part in the first online SCMUN conference. Sekolah Ciputra Model UN (SCMUN) is an annual event that our students hold 
and this time around, I was lucky enough to be given the opportunity to become the Secretary-General of this conference. 
The 2021 conference consisted of two councils: UNHRC - discussing the Security & Privacy of TikTok, and Ministry of Magic - 
discussing the War of Hogwarts; all under the theme “a world misunderstood”.

To those who might not be aware of what Model UN is, it is a simulation of the United Nations conference where students 
can learn about diplomacy, international relations, and the United Nations itself. 

This year's conference has turned out to be a great success, with all thanks to this year’s team, ranging from the Vice 
Secretary-General Sean Colin Chung to the chairs and backroom members of the Ministry of Magic Council. We also 
received immense help from Pak Widarso, Bu Fanny, Mr Stuart and other members of staff. Our team has prepared for this 
event since September and judging from the outcomes, I could not be more pleased. 
In addition to this, a number of our students have received recognition:

United Nations Human Rights Council Best delegate - Alvaro Vincent Wijaya,  Honorable mention - Nikolas Etzio Yusuf 
Ministry of Magic Best directive - Anastasia Lilananda 

During the process, we inevitably came across some bumps in the road; as an ancient Chinese proverb says, "failure is the 
mother of success”. Organising this MUN conference online is, by no means, an easy feat since it is different from anything 
we have ever experienced before. But with the continuous and persistent effort of our team, we have managed to pull it off!

Shannon Monica Wijaya, Grade 11,  SCMUN 2021 Secretary General

I have always loved to bake and began to bake more during quarantine. I baked 
cakes for my friends and family’s birthdays and started getting orders from 
my mom’s friends. 

I have always loved selling things and being an entrepreneur and I realised that 
I could earn money from this. Also, it would make my mom much happier 
because I could start buying stuff I wanted with my own money instead of 
having to keep asking her. Finally, Cakesby.Angie was born! I slowly got more 
and more orders and before I knew it, school started again. I was afraid that 
my business would have to end but fortunately because of online school, I am 
able to balance my work and school work much easier than I would have if I 
was in school physically. I still make school a priority but having this online 
business as my side job has really helped me get through the pandemic and 
is giving me something to do. 

What keeps me motivated to continue is the fact that this is my passion and I 
love what I am doing. Although sometimes it can be tiring, seeing the end 
product and the customer’s review makes it worth it! This business has 
taught me a lot of things such as how to deal with customers, how to 
communicate with many different people, how to manage my time, how to 
manage orders, a lot of new responsibilities, new recipes and much more! I 
am excited to see what the future brings to me and my business! 

Angelina Anna Hanjaya - 10D

Model United Nations

Cakesby.Angie

Sekolah Ciputra



The Trust for Sustainable Living is a charity run in partnership with the United Nations which aims to promote a world in 
which everyone is educated and empowered to achieve a sustainable future. 

Their 2021 International Schools Essay competition featured applicants from 213 schools in 59 different countries, on the 
theme of protecting biodiversity. The essay title for the competition was how can we protect biological diversity and stop the 
sixth mass extinction?

Nasya Lilananda, Grade 10 - Honourable Mention

My essay talks about how I became more aware of the 
biodiversity surrounding myself. I wrote about the main 
problem with many people today - which is unawareness 
about biodiversity - and how we can resolve this issue: by 
dedicating time to celebrate biodiversity and educating 
people through clubs, initiatives, etc.

From joining the essay competition, I learned how to think 
deeper when it comes to trying to resolve large issues and 
write more concise paragraphs. Threats such as 
biodiversity extinction are extremely complex and important, 
and typically people would talk about generic solutions, 
such as teaching about biodiversity in schools or making 
posters. However, as per my personal experience, these 
solutions haven’t had much of an impact in my life, so I 
consulted experts and reflected on myself in coming up 
with effective solutions. Also, writing with a word limit of 
600 words was quite tough since I’m used to writing longer 
essays, but this competition taught me to be more 
straightforward and concise. 

With these techniques, guidance from my teachers and 
advice from Wenny, I was able to get honorable mention in 
the competition. Thank you for your support!

Wenny Wibisono, Grade 10 - World Finalist 

My essay was about preserving biodiversity and the steps 
we can take into safeguarding our biodiverse Earth. I 
specifically highlighted and focused on the Komodo dragons 
as they play an important role in our ecosystem. Even as we 
enter 2021, many people are still not aware of this issue. 
Consequently, in my essay I talked about several ways in 
which we could combat this and that is through raising 
awareness through social media and donating to certain 
organisations that are focused on helping our biodiversity.

From joining the TSL essay competition, I learnt that just 
saying doesn’t help. We have to take action. Numerous 
people are filled with innovative ideas but are just afraid to 
speak up. All it takes is for everyone to take one step into 
safeguarding our Biodiverse Earth because as Leonardo Da 
Vinci once said “Knowing is not enough; we must apply. 
Being willing is not enough; we must do it.”

Finally, I would just like to thank everyone that helped me 
throughout this competition and that includes my teachers 
as well as Nasya. With their help, I was able to become a 
finalist in this competition and am currently waiting for the 
next round of results which will come out on March 15. Once 
again, thank you so much, this wouldn’t have been possible 
without you all.

Tru� Su�ainable Livingfor



Where did you go to University? What did you study? 
S1 IBM IC Universitas Ciputra, summa cumlaude GPA 3.92
S2 Masters of Science in Management, Strategy, 
Leadership in Michigan State University, USA, summa 
cumlaude GPA 4.00
S3 Doktor Ilmu Manajemen (Strategic Management) in 
Universitas Katolik Widya Manadala Surabaya (on going 
GPA 4.00)

Can you please share your experience applying to Uni?
S1: Jalur Prestasi but no scholarship (TBH I forgot.. it's a 
long time ago hahaha)
S2: I needed 2 years of managerial experience, but since I 
worked on my business project at UC from the 2nd 
semester and was active as a tutor, I could get into my 
masters degree right away. It was also easier to get a 
letter of recommendations because I had been tutoring.
S3: As I was working as a UC lecturer, applying for S3 
went smoothly as well

What kind of work/business are you currently doing? 
My profession at the moment is full-time UC lecturer, translation service (on the side), helping the family business, 
and full-time Ph.D. student (other businesses are on pause, will pursue further after S3)

In what way did the school contribute to your job right now? 
I took the IB Diploma, which helped me a lot in critical thinking and the experience helped me to be more persistent 
in my studies. I would say I'm an independent learner, this helps me a lot in figuring out my way in all kinds of 
situations.

What advice would you give to a graduating student?
No matter where you go to study/work, it's not always going to live up to your idealism and expectations. Life is full 
of ups and downs, you need to be strong, be able to adapt, and stay true to your end goal/dreams. Find people 
who are wise and experienced, who can guide and help you during tough times.

Life is not what you expected, so be persistent, strong, independent, and adaptable.

What was the best thing about Sekolah Ciputra? Tell us something memorable from your time at school.
Life-long best friends. I remember having fun every day with my friends and always having things to laugh about. 
The IB Diploma was hard, but we always had cheerful days.

Would you recommend Sekolah Ciputra to others? If yes, what would you say about it?
Yes definitely! To future student candidates: take the IB Diploma Programme, if you want to develop lifelong learning 
skills. It might be hard, but it's the foundation to tackle the future. 

I would say those who can be independent learners and want to be well-balanced, can gain the best out of their 
studies at Sekolah Ciputra.

What do you enjoy doing in your free time?
Watching movies and TV series.

Anything else you would like to share?
Wherever you end up studying, just make the best out of it. Whether it is at an Indonesian university or abroad, 
make sure you are not wasting your time and money

Alumni Corner Gracia Ongkowijoyo
Class of 2012
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