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FROM THE EXECUTIVE PRINCIPAL

Thank you to everyone in our community who has rallied
around to make the school year such a successful one.
Despite the almost unimaginable reality that we have been
online all year, the community has remained tightly knit and
positive. We have taken the opportunity to maintain close
contact with an excellent online programme punctuated by
face-to-face events. It has been encouraging to see these
simulations grow in number and duration. We held a parent
workshop to share our plans on reopening for hybrid learning
at the beginning of the next academic year. We hope that
conditions will allow for this and look forward to the
opportunities it presents.
Congratulations, to the class of 2021. Your graduation
ceremony and drive-through were memorable occasions and
it was wonderful to be able to send you on the next part of
your journey face to face. As I write this, your picture graces
the Alumni wall in the canteen, joining a long and proud line
of alumni. For those families whose active association with
the school ends with the graduation of a Grade 12 student,
my thanks for your involvement with the school.
Congratulations also to the Grade 6 and Grade 10 students on
the completion of the PYP and MYP respectively.
At this time of the year we also farewell a number of staff
who are taking the opportunity to move on in their careers.
Thank you for all your hard work on behalf of Sekolah Ciputra.
It is also fitting that we remember staff members Pak Ali and
Pak Kamit who tragically passed away during the school
year. Their contributions to the school are their legacy
although we miss them dearly.

We are confident that the processes we have put in place
leave us ready for a re-opening, but also understand that
the last 18 months have been unpredictable and extremely
changeable. What we can rely upon is the positivity and
unity of our school community united by our mission and
vision.
Selamat berlibur
Martin Blackburn
Executive Principal

Important Dates
18 Jun
21 Jun-26 Jul

End of School Year
End of Year Break

27 Jul

First day of school

10 Aug

Islamic New Year

17 Aug

Independence Day

A Message from PYP

As the academic year draws to a close, we are already very busy preparing for the next with a small degree of uncertainty
but a large degree of hope. My predecessor, Miss Vidya once said, “Hope is not a strategy” and indeed it is not but without
hope, I don’t think we could have all survived this pandemic, let alone thrived in our Online Learning Environment. And thrive
we have!
This academic year has seen our students develop skills around independence, self management and discipline and whilst
this was challenging for some, the growth by all was extremely pleasing. Our students have become great problem solvers
and have grown in resilience and confidence. This sometimes unexpected development is a direct result of the experiences
‘thrust’ upon us because of the COVID 19 pandemic and the subsequent move to online learning. Our IB philosophy places
independence, self management, problem solving and risk taking at the foundation of its frameworks and during the past 18
months, we have been provided with authentic spaces and opportunities through which these skills and attributes could be
really developed. It is my belief that, during online learning, the strengths of a PYP education have become even more
significant and indeed relevant. How fortunate we are to be part of an IB Continuum school.
I would like to take this opportunity to thank our Parent Support Group for the magnificent role they have played in this
year’s Online Learning Programme. I have said it on numerous occasions and I will say it again - we could not have done
this without you. Your willingness to step up and take on the challenge of managing your children’s learning at home as we
worked from school was directly instrumental in making this programme the great success it was. Your presence at the
Monthly Informal Chats, the Three Way Conferences, the Student Led Conferences, the interview, assemblies and information
sessions enabled a strong and sustainable partnership to be created and strengthened throughout the year. I feel like the
school/home bond has been brought to a new level this academic year and for this I know we are truly grateful. Our
students, your children are the beneficiaries of this strong partnership.
As our teachers bring to a close your child’s school year, they are also busy preparing for the potential reopening of school
in the form of the Hybrid Mode of instruction. Their dedication and great work this year has been exemplary, and I would like
to take this opportunity to acknowledge their incredible contributions to the success of this year. We are farewelling Ms
Cyndi who is returning to New Zealand to take up a Principal position and welcoming Ms Jeni from the United States. We are
also very excited that Ms Gillian will be relocating to Surabaya from Canada after working remotely since January. This
means that, unlike last year, we will be starting our year with all our PYP staff in the country.
Hope may not be a strategy but it is certainly something we all hold onto in these uncertain times and it is what gives us
strength to believe that our ‘new normal’ is just around the corner. As we conclude this academic year I would like to wish
you all a very happy and safe holiday. I hope your year is ending on a great note and I look forward to seeing you all in July.
Thank you for sharing this amazing and historical year with us.
Ms Christine Stayte
PYP Coordinating Principal

Grade 4

Virtual Camp

Hi, my name is Jamie
from Grade 4B. I will
reflect on my experience
in our recent virtual
camp. I will share what I
have learnt, what I saw
and what I felt.

The virtual camp which
happened last week was very fun. I thought it was a great
way to find out about the risks and opportunities of
migration. The part I really liked about the virtual camp was
that all of the PYP 4 students were able to come together
to learn and experience a mini-migration. The highlights
were the online team building games, the mini-workshops

and the migration story from Ms Christine. Virtual camp
was also an experience I never would have imagined
because we were mixing two very opposite things but
having a good experience: camping and distance learning.
Virtual camp was also a way of communicating and
bonding with everyone. I think the most surprising thing
about virtual camp was Ms Christine sharing about her
ancestors and her migration story. Virtual camp was also
an event that was not just an event but also for learning
and reflecting on migration.
Although the virtual camp was full of activities for a day
and a half, students were able to enjoy a mix of online and
off-screen learning and activities. I hope next year the PYP
4 students will be still able to experience this amazing
virtual camp and experience of mini-migration.
Jamie Landon William – Grade 4B

PYP 5 VLC

“Leadership starts by leading yourself"
For me, the Virtual Leadership
Camp (VLC) was an event
where we were able to learn
more about leadership,
whether it was about the
qualities of a leader or what
type of leader you want to be.
It was also a camp where you
could express your actions
when becoming a leader. This
activity boosted my confidence
and it definitely helped me to
learn a lot about leadership
and how to take care of things
such as organizing games,
taking care of a Kahoot! game
for my group’s presentation,
and solving problems that
might arise.

I think that the VLC was a
great activity that I personally
enjoyed. This event taught me
to be more organized and
helped me to be more responsible when organizing the activities. I was picked as one of the student representatives and
had to lead an activity at the end of the camp. Let me tell you, it was pretty stressful. At the same time, I had to work on
the project of the presentation to PYP 3 & 4. So, this activity was a great learning experience for me because I got to see
the type of leader I am and it boosted my confidence. Overall, this camp was pretty amazing.
There were many different activities that I enjoyed, but I personally preferred the keynote speakers. The first keynote
speaker was our president and vice-president from OSIS (Sonya & Josephine). Surprisingly, I really enjoyed the keynote
speakers. Usually I would get really bored with guest speakers, but this time it was different. I specifically chose the
president and vice-president from OSIS just because I am thinking about running for president/vice-president for STUCO
next school year. The information was really helpful and quite entertaining, not gonna lie. The second speaker Margharet Brigita Wibisono - was very fun. I got to learn some skills when leading a team. I also got to know what
leadership style I’d like to have when leading a group. I’ll tell you a little about that: I am very precise, clear, orderly,
accurate, critical, and I am able to find logical reasoning and sequencing. I found this out by filling a table that has all the
different characteristics and I had to rate them from 1 to 4 depending on how relatable it is. Then I sum up all the
numbers and I figured my style by which style had the most numbers summed up. Honestly, this was pretty accurate. So
the main reason why my favorite activities were the keynote speakers was because it really helped me with my
leadership skills of how to be the president/vice-president in STUCO or even just leading a small group.
Considering that I was on the student representative team, it made things challenging, especially time-management. The
student led activity session was on Wednesday and we had a meeting on Tuesday. During that meeting we faced a
problem: the game could only reach up to 8 players and we had to have around 20 people in the game! That made it
really stressful considering I also was in charge of a Kahoot! for my group presentation. How did I solve that, you ask?
Well I used a bit of knowledge from the keynote speaker. I decided to organize a meeting on Tuesday night with my
friends that were also working on the game and we figured out a whole new plan last minute. In the end, it was all
worth it because I had fun and it was a success.
“Leadership starts by leading yourself.” That was our VLC quote and I think that it really is true. You can’t have leadership
if you don’t start leading yourself because to have the want to lead something, you need to lead yourself to take the risk
to lead others. Being a leader is not that easy and it takes a lot of courage. During this camp, I learned one big lesson: to
trust myself and believe in myself that I can do it. And that's what you need to do, too. I am reminding you that you DO
have the ability to lead others. But that isn’t until you start leading yourself. That is what I want to share with you about
leadership and I do hope that you enjoyed reading this.
Bianca Madeleine Dinoto - PYP 5

A Message from High School

DUES Economics Essay

Dear Parents & Students,
The 2020-2021 academic year has been quite a challenge
and, with all that we’ve been through, I am proud of the
collective effort from everyone – school staff, parents and
students – to get us ‘across the line’. The High School is a
special place and I mean that when I say it. Our teachers
and support staff made it a mission to ensure that no
matter what, we were going to educate our students to
the best of our abilities each and every day. Our students
overcame a lot and they will all remember this year when
they look back on their education. I would be lying to you if I
said I wasn’t a little apprehensive about what was to be as
we embarked on this journey back in late July (2020). I do
believe that, with all things considered, we
succeeded...students and teachers alike.
To our senior management team – thank you for your
support and guidance.
To our school custodial team – thank you for moving things
around – here, there and everywhere this year and for
preparing our building for the eventual return of students!
To our High School administration office staff – thank you
for keeping things organised and for overseeing the
ongoing sharing of information between the High School
and our families.
To our teachers – thank you for being absolute stars each
and every day.
To our parents – thank you for supporting us every step of
the way.
To our students – thank you for your patience. You lived,
laughed, and learned all along the way.
Change is inevitable and here in the High School, we say
‘till next time’ and wish all the best to our graduating Grade
12 students. We also say goodbye to three teachers who
are moving on to new challenges: Ms. Maybelline Widjaja,
Ms. Michelle Nagashima & Mr. Neil Henderson. I would also
like to thank Mr. Amin for helping us out this year (Bahasa
Indonesia classes). We wish them all the best for the
future and thank them for their contributions to Sekolah
Ciputra High School.
I wish to announce the appointment of Mr. Mark Hukom as
the High School Principal for the 2021-2022 academic year.
He will replace Ms. Desita Meganingsih who, fortunately, is
not leaving us! Ms. Desita will continue to work with the
High School Senior Leadership Team as well as take on a
few new challenges.
Have a safe and enjoyable break. We look forward to seeing
our returning students in late July!
Sincerely,
Terry Swain
High School Coordinating Principal

The DUES Economics essay competition was one of the
most challenging essays that I have ever written. The
question that I answered was, “With reference to at
least one country of your choice, evaluate the
effectiveness of central banks’ mitigatory efforts in the
COVID-19 pandemic.” This question allowed me to delve
deeper into the world of economics and the economic
perspective on government policies in Indonesia. I was
able to understand the government's and the central
banks' standpoint to reform the economy where I
assessed their decision of reducing the 7-Day Reverse
Repo Rate by 25bps to 4,50%. I ultimately deemed that
the policy was effective to catapult the economy into
the right direction to a certain extent. Evaluating the
several implications of the policy have granted me an
innumerable amount of knowledge regarding the study
of economics. Much to my surprise, I was ecstatic to
have received the news that my essay was placed
amongst the top 10% of total entries. I also received a
certificate regarding my achievement. Nevertheless,
completing this essay was a gratifying experience and
I couldn’t have done it without the help of my teachers.
Erin Natasha Endriputri, Grade 11

Activision

Hi, I’m Cheryl Loemantoro from Grade 9B of Sekolah
Ciputra, and this article is about something that
definitely changed my academic experience this
semester! At the start of the year, we were sent an
email from the OSIS community about an opportunity to
initiate our own club, where we had the complete
freedom to express a shared interest within the school.
A few of my friends and I thought it was an excellent
idea to start our own club together. While a couple of
ideas were thrown out, we all agreed quickly that we
have one shared interest and that is to bring action
upon today’s world problems. With the additional time
during quarantine, we all have been educating
ourselves about issues that need our attention, and we
wanted to educate others too! So the name Activision
emerged, which comes from Activism-Action-Vision.
It started with the four of us: Brenda Y. Hadisujono (9B),
Alexandra Toal (9B), Julia Baschieri (9A) and myself. We
had a clear vision of spreading awareness, thus we
started planning out the actions that can be taken
under Activision and later inviting more friends to join
too. As of now, we have 22 members in our club, and
our progress has been beyond our expectations! So,
what exactly did we do and are currently doing? Our
framework of actions starts with fundraisers; each
month we set a different theme for the club to pursue,
for instance our theme for February was Children
Education month. We divided groups beforehand to
organize who will be in charge of holding fundraisers
each month. The proceeds from that fundraiser will be
donated to an NGO that supports the cause of our
monthly theme, for instance we donated to Anak
Edukasih in February. Further mechanisms and details

of our fundraisers are also discussed in the members’
meetings every Thursday after school.
Additionally, we also focus on social media awareness
because we fully know the massive impact of social
media nowadays. It starts with a group chat of all
members where we share educational and
informational posts about important matters, in which
all the members are later encouraged to educate
themselves and further spread awareness by sharing
the posts in their Instagram story, a huge part of
teenagers’ mode of communication. If the shared
matter is an important issue that needs our help, then
all members are required to sign a set petition which
helps the particular issue. For example, there was a
case of a murdered Asian teenager due to
discriminatory motifs, and we helped by signing a
petition that was set up by their lawyer to show the
amount of support and solidarity in proving that it was
indeed a hate crime that needs justice. Additionally, we
have created a social platform to share further
information about our club, which is @sc_activision on
Instagram, as well as a website that contains complete
information on each of our monthly themes and
actions, fundraiser resources, educational resources,
and petitions you can sign.
Overall, we’re satisfied with our current progress,
having donated a fair amount of money to Anak
Edukasih (February/Education) and Rumah Zakat
(March/Covid-19 aid). We aim to continue developing
and expanding our capability in raising awareness and
involvement, as well as reaching a larger audience too.

Coffee with Leaders

I was nominated by the school to attend an online Q&A
session with Professor Nikolas Guggenberger – the
Executive Director of the Information Society Project at Yale
Law School.
The topic discussed was ‘The Data Economy’ – how law
and technology intersects in this era of ‘Big Tech’,
surveillance capitalism, and a data-driven economy. We
addressed potential solutions towards creating a more
inclusive, satisfying, and more equitable internet
environment.
I asked Professor Guggenberger how we, as Gen-Z, can
work to ensure these conversations are opened up and
made more accessible to the populations of developing
countries – who are outside the Western-dominated
spheres of mainstream discourse about regulating the
tech world.

His response – for starters – was that my question was
“incredibly hard” and “loaded” (fair enough!). Though, he
suggested that it requires an acknowledgement of the
existing power structures in this industry. His solution is to
reduce the economic and political power of the largest
corporations that dominate the ‘Big Tech’ ecosystem.
His insights were thought-provoking, and allowed me to
make connections to topics I learned while doing IB
Economics at school.
Considering my genuine interest in the social sciences as
well as the tech industry, I was proud to represent my
school (and Indonesia) in this priceless opportunity which
allowed me to gain further insight into these fields and my
future ambitions.

Clarissa Lilananda, Grade 12 IBDP Student

Women's Entrepreneurship Competition
Cheryl Loemantoro (Grade 9) participated in a women's entrepreneurship competition and reached the final, along with
other budding women entrepreneurs from around the world.
The competition was held by
Ascend Now and was open to
female students who would like
to present their business idea in
front of a panel of experts in
order to win a top prize of $1000.
On a Saturday night (Singapore
time), Cheryl pitched her clothing
business idea to a number of
judges who in turn, gave her
positive feedback and praise on
how she had presented her idea.
Although Cheryl did not win the
competition, the feedback during
the semi- finals and final from
the judges has been invaluable
and something she can work on
in the future. Well done, Cheryl!

LATEST EVENTS

