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Dear Parents, Teachers and Staff,
Thank you so much for contributing to such a successful and 
positive term.  This year marks the 25th anniversary of the school 
and it has been wonderful to have the opportunity of celebrating, 
even if the celebrations have been very low key due to the 
pandemic and lockdown. We are also celebrating the 40th 
anniversary of the Ciputra Group.  We are in enrolment time and the 
current 40% discount on the DPP and 50% off the enrolment fees 
are outstanding.  Please take advantage of this opportunity and 
encourage others to do so.

As previously mentioned, we began the term in the depths of our 
deepest lockdown to date, but as vaccination rates have increased 
the outlook has become more and more positive.  We have been 
given permission to open up to the High School and Grade 6 
officially, and are waiting for permission for the rest of the school 
based upon the simulations we have run.  The simulations have 
been very successful and student numbers have climbed to over 
100 a day attending.  Along the way the requirements from the 
Ministry of Education have changed, so we appreciate your support 
when these occur and impact everyone at short notice.  We need to 
be a little patient and work step by step with the Ministry.  One 
thing we have learned during this pandemic is the virus can be 
very unpredictable and there may be further issues ahead of us.  
Please note; we can only allow the students into school for two 
hours a day, as per Ministry regulations, apart from in exceptional 
circumstances.

Congratulations to everyone who has worked with the new normal 
and contributed to what has become a very effective online 
learning programme.  The silver lining to the school being online is 
that it has forced flexibility and innovation upon us all.  From online 
drive-through graduations to examinations, we have reappraised all 
our systems and I believe that we are stronger as a result.  Going 
forward and incorporating many of these innovations will only 
make us stronger and more effective.

This term all students and teachers have had the opportunity of 
discussing the Learner Profile attributes of caring and reflective.  
Teachers in their subject teams, OSIS and STUCO all discussed 
what these attributes mean in our school.  The feedback was 
wonderful and has led us to ideas about how we can become a 
more reflective and caring organisation.

At the beginning of the term we unveiled our new strategic plan 
and our modified mission and vision.  These have had the word 
“professionalism” added so that the school properly reflects the 
Ciputra Group values of Integrity, Professionalism and 
Entrepreneurship.  Throughout the term there have been a number 
of assemblies and other activities focussed upon the mission and 
vision and particularly about what acting professionally looks like.

This is an appropriate theme to finish on.  The days and weeks 
ahead will rely upon us all having a professional outlook in dealing 
with whatever issues arise. We have demonstrated great integrity 
and resilience and will continue to do so.

Stop Press:  We were informed this morning, 1st October 2021 that 
Sekolah Ciputra has been approved as a member of the East Asia 
Regional Council of Schools (EARCOS). We are very proud of this 
achievement as it puts us in the company of all the other elite 
schools in the Asia Pacific region and gives us some fantastic 
professional development and networking opportunities.  
We will share more information about this achievement at the 
start of Term 2. 

Enjoy the Mid Semester break and stay safe and healthy.

Martin Blackburn
Executive Principal
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Dear Parents, Teachers and Staff,

As one term ends and another begins, we reflect upon all 
the great experiences that have already been created for 
our students in this academic year. Some have had a taste 
of our Hybrid Mode of Instruction through our simulations; 
all have enjoyed a further enriched online learning 
programme; many have experienced the joy of 
representing the school in various events and 
competitions.  No matter what your child’s level of 
interaction with school has been, I’m sure you will agree 
that the attempts by staff, students and parents to 
connect more deeply with each other can be felt.

Our commitment to strengthening the partnership with 
parents and indeed our whole learning community 
continues to be a major focus. This partnership continues 
to be  based on trust and respect and built through strong 
and honest communication. In the spirit of strengthening 
communication, we will be introducing a special ‘You 
Wanted to Know - FAQs from Parents’ podcast which will 
be released at the beginning of each term and based on 
questions submitted by parents throughout the previous 
term.  From this feedback we will also provide specific 
workshops for parents throughout the year.
On the topic of feedback, we welcome your contributions 
in the form of suggestions, concerns, ideas and queries - 
we love initiatives - we love anything that is going to 
support Sekolah Ciputra in living out it’s vision:
Students of Sekolah Ciputra are proud of their national 
identity, embrace the spirit of entrepreneurship and 
professionalism, celebrate diversity and possess the skills, 
integrity and resilience to participate in a changing global 
society.
One of the ways we are working towards fulfilling the 

Dear Parents & Students, 

This time last year we were talking about returning to face-to-face learning after being closed for approximately six 
months. Who would have thought that we would only now be moving to a hybrid model of instruction (HMI)?

Highlights of Term 1 include our annual grade level parent meetings (virtual), information sessions for prospective families, 
several overseas university/college virtual information sessions, Indonesia Independence Day celebration, simulations, 
vaccinations, Grade 7 School Orientation, MAP assessment (Grade 9), National Assessment rehearsals (Grade 8 & Grade 11), 
two of our students (Alvaro Wijaya and Aishwarya Pandey) competing in the Grand Finale of the Mental Math Asia Cup 2021, 
our first Coffee Afternoon...to name a few. All the events mentioned were very successful and most importantly, continue to 
enhance our students’ and teachers’ educational journey.

I want to take this opportunity to express my sincere gratitude to all of our High School staff. I am continuously impressed 
with the amount of time and energy our High School staff puts into making sure all students are successful. Thank you for 
everything you do each and every day that makes the High School of Sekolah Ciputra such a great place to learn.

In closing, I want to thank you for your continued support and wish you and your family joy and happiness. I feel confident 
that, with our move to a HMI, the health and safety protocols we have in place will provide a safe and reassuring 
environment for all, allowing our students to shine.
Stay healthy. Stay safe. Stay connected.

Terry Swain
High School Coordinating Principal 

mission, apart from providing an outstanding IB education, 
is the celebration of special worldwide events that focus on 
specific parts of our Vision.  We celebrated World Kindness 
Day in Term 1 with a STUCO led Random Acts of Kindness 
week and we rounded our term off with a Heads, Hearts 
and Peace Student Wellbeing Day.  We felt that it was very 
important to attend to the wellbeing and mental health of 
our PYP students while they continue to navigate this 
somewhat isolated world of online learning.
In the new term we will celebrate International Teachers’ 
Appreciation Day, World Failure Day, Digital Citizenship Week 
and Global Entrepreneurship Week.  Each one of these 
global days places a spotlight on one of the key elements of 
who we say we are at Sekolah Ciputra and promotes 
international mindedness amongst our community.  All of 
these wonderful experiences are then wrapped up in the 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) which also allows 
our students to reflect on how we can care for ourselves, 
others and our world in order to make the world a better 
place.

It is our hope that amongst the rigour of learning, the 
healthy pressure of task completion, the summative 
assessment involved in our semester data collection and 
on-going challenges related to returning to face-to-face 
learning; our students will also experience happiness, fun 
and grow in their love of learning because of our balanced 
school experiences.  We are so grateful for a wonderful 
start to our year in Term 1 and we are looking forward to all 
the steps forward that Term 2 brings.  Thank you for joining 
us on this journey.

PYP Team

MESSAGE FROM PYP

MESSAGE FROM HIGH SCHOOL



in AIMO, bronze medal in ISMC, and multiple medals from 
school-based mental maths competition, and took part in 
many other olympiads such as Kangaroo Maths, ICAS, Math 
League, etc. I look forward to participating in more 
competitions in Sekolah Ciputra.

My tips for loving maths are to enjoy the process and 
understand the formulas. Once you understand the concept 
and the basics, it won't be hard to apply them to other math 
problems. Practicing is a key point in Maths. Maths is fun 
once you can get a grip on it! It would also be amazing if 
you can join competitions to test your math skills, challenge 
yourself, and have more experience!

I would also like to thank Sekolah Ciputra for choosing me to 
take part in this competition and I am ready to involve 
myself in future competitions and bring pride to the school, 
my parents and myself. 

Aishwarya Tania Zahara Pandey - Grade 8B

Last June, Sekolah Ciputra registered me for the Mental 
Maths Asia Cup 2021, which was a mental math 
competition held online through an app called Live Math 
Competition and League. I was included in the grandmaster 
level, which was for Grade 6 and above. I started preparing 
for the competition two weeks in advance, through the app 
provided. I practiced by reviewing my scores after each 
round and challenged myself to perform better with every 
practice. The practice went on and on until the competition 
day. In the competition, the participants can take the test 3 
times and the total score will decide the participants for 
the Grand Final round. I pushed myself to get a higher score 
in every round. The semi final round gives 10 points for 
each correct answer and -2 points for a wrong answer. I 
got to answer as many questions as I could in 7 minutes 
for each round. I scored 858 points for the 1st round, which 
is 85 questions, 866 points for the 2nd round, which is 86 
questions, and 862 points for the last round which is also 
86 questions. The total score for all 3 rounds is 2584. We 
were not allowed to use a calculator and only count with 
our brains. The semi finale result came out after 15 days.  I 
was rank #1 in school, rank #1 in Indonesia, and rank #17 
in Asia, with a grade of A. The grand finale was on 10th 
September. I had less time to practice as I had a lot of 
schoolwork and it was harder than the previous round, but 
I still tried my very best. It was a live competition through 
zoom, so we had to turn on the camera and make sure we 
didn't have a calculator or anyone around us. There was 
only one round of 100 questions to answer in 12 minutes, 
and I could skip questions. My strategy was that I skipped 
questions that took too long to answer. In the end, I 
answered around 80% of the questions and the results will 
be announced in 15 days, so I am hoping for a good result.

I often join maths competitions, so this wasn't the first time 
for me to participate in such a competition, but it was my 
first time participating in an online-based maths 
competition. In my previous school in Jakarta, I won many 
maths, English, and science international olympiads. I won 
a gold medal in SASMO, silver medal in SEAMO, silver medal 

Mental Math Asia Cup was 
something new to me. 
Unlike the usual Maths 
Olympiads I have joined in 
the past where I had to 
solve complex questions, 
this competition was all 
about speed. The 
questions were very easy, 
like 19 x 54 or 96 - 5 - 4. 
However, what made it 
challenging was that there 
was no set amount of 
questions to solve, making 
speed an important factor 

to win because you have to solve as many questions as 
you can in a short 8-minute time period. Answering 19 x 54 
may be easy, but having to do it in a few seconds is hard. I 
also had to be wise with my answers as well — choosing 
an incorrect option subtracts 2 points from my score. I 
managed to finish 2nd in Indonesia and 52nd in Asia. 

Other than the competition itself, there were also 4 
webinars for us to join that were full of useful information. 
Starting from how to manage money, tips and tricks for the 
competition, to managing stress and anxiety. Overall, Mental 
Math Asia Cup was a fun experience and I believe that you 
all should join the next one next year.

Alvaro Vincent Wijaya - Grade 10

Mental Math Asia Cup 2021



In July 2021, I submitted my essay response to the question 
“Is Christianity a Religion of Peace?” from the John Locke 
Institute’s Essay Competition. In it, I attempted to explain 
how and why Christianity has always been a religion of 
peace ever since its emergence. My essay was shortlisted, 
and I received an invitation from the John Locke Institute to 
visit Oxford University and attend their Philosophy, 
Psychology and Theology Conference on 10-12 September. 
This is the event where they will announce the winners, 
and I couldn’t be more excited about this opportunity!

September saw the beginning of the new entrepreneurship 
club which will run for 12 weeks at Sekolah Ciputra.  

The students who joined the club learned about the 
importance of doing a resource assessment before starting 
a new business.  A resource assessment enabled them to 
look at what skills they or their friends have and how they 
can be utilized in a business.  They also looked at what free 
resources the school has to offer and what their parents’ 
businesses can offer for when they start their own school 
business. 

They also got into two large teams and started to 
brainstorm business ideas. Once they had brainstormed, 
they then picked the 2 best ideas and did a feasibility 
assessment on those ideas.  By answering a few questions 
based on their ideas, the teams were able to vote and 
choose their business idea. Here are the results: 

Team 1 (no business name yet!): They will make and sell 
decorative acrylic lights
Team 2 (no business name yet!): They will sell branded 
merchandise 

Now that they have ideas, the next few weeks will look at 
how they can make their business sustainable and write 
an actual business plan and look at how to get start-up 
capital for their business. 

Here are some photos of their business ideas which were 
done on line using Google jamboard.

The conference includes lectures and seminars as well as 
a Gala Dinner on 11th September where essay prize winners 
will be announced. The lectures cover areas including What 
Makes a Compelling Oxford Essay?, Problem Solving with 
The Toolkit of the Social Scientist and How Philosophy and 
Psychology Make us Better Thinkers. The conference will be 
held over the course of three days at the University of 
Oxford’s Balliol and Magdalen Colleges. Balliol College is the 
oldest college in Oxford and the English-speaking world 
dating back to 1263, and Magdalen College one of Oxford’s 
most prestigious colleges - with C. S. Lewis and A. J. P. 
Taylor being two of its most renowned graduates.

It is very unfortunate that I won’t be attending the 
conference due to travel restrictions. Nevertheless, I am still 
amazed and grateful that I have a chance to win!

Nasya Lilananda
Grade 11 DP

John Locke Write Up 2 Entrepreneurship Club



On 3rd Sept 2021, I got the chance to join the ceremony of 
the "Pelantikan Satgas Sekolah Covid-19 Surabaya" that 
occurred in Surabaya City Hall. I represented students from 
Junior High School while Monica Destiarini Putri, the Stuco 
secretary was also appointed to represent the Elementary 

School. We met the mayor of Surabaya, Mr. Eri Cahyadi. 
Every student that participated in the ceremony was given 
a vest as a symbol of participation in being the “Satgas 
Covid-19” at school. 

Mr. Eri Cahyadi also shared his speech during the 
ceremony regarding the requirement for every school in 
Surabaya to have "Satgas Sekolah Covid-19" from students.  
He wanted us to help our friends and remind them if they 
forget to wear masks or are close to friends. I was proud to 
be the representative of the Junior High school students of 
Sekolah Ciputra at the ceremony. It was an awesome 
experience to take part in the ceremony. At the end of the 
ceremony, I also took some pictures with the mayor and 
other students from various schools in Surabaya. 

Lydia Gavrila Samuel - Grade 9C

Satgas Sekolah
COVID-19

Last weekend, I attended the annual Singapore National Academy Model United Nations 
(SNA MUN). Similar to last year’s SNA MUN, this event was hosted online. For those of you 
who are wondering what MUN is, MUN is an educational simulation whereby students 
roleplay as representatives from the United Nations in hopes of resolving various issues 
around the world, such as ethical issues surrounding animal testing, or proposing 
solutions to combat cyber crime. These events allow students to learn about diplomacy 
and international relations, and teach soft skills, namely leadership skills and research 
skills.

Unlike last year’s SNAMUN, this year’s conference consisted mostly of traditional councils 
such as United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) and United Nations Human 
Rights Council (UNHRC). Despite this conference being traditional, this conference was 
very far from stagnant. Fruitful discussions and debates were born out of the original 

viewpoints from all the delegates of this conference, 
which brought this event to life. This is all thanks to the 
Board of Dais and chairs, who went above and beyond 
expectations to make this event a memorable one for 
every delegate.

As one of the delegates in the UNEP, I realized that there 
were several conflicting viewpoints in the council due to 
how nuanced the subject of animal testing was. Despite 
facing this obstacle, all the delegates were able to come 
to a solid conclusion and resolve the topic at hand in a 
diplomatic manner. As a council, we proposed a draft 
resolution discussing the scope of what is considered 
ethical in animal testing and the legal ramifications 
arising from animal testing. Receiving the Best Delegate 
award and Best Position Paper award in this council was 
an honor, but I believe what meant the most to me was 
learning how to effectively lead a council and refining my 
leadership and negotiation skills. 

All in all, this experience was meaningful in many 
aspects, and I hope to continue my journey as an MUN-er 
and pick up more skills along the way. Cheers!

Qimiwa Njoto, Grade 11. 

SNA MUN 2021



Attending the SayaKaya webinar has been a very 
informative and interactive experience. In the 
webinar, students were introduced to 
fundamental financial and investing knowledge. 
They learn about risks and how to divide their 
spending. Then, they learn about asset classes, 
and the pros and cons of each class. For 
example, stocks or equity mutual funds have 
higher risk than fixed income instruments (bonds, 
fixed income funds), but they also have a higher 
reward potential. Students were also given 
helpful tips on investing such as using the Dollar 
Cost Averaging (DCA) method as a strategy. 

The presentation of the material was excellent; it 
was easy to understand and has detailed 
information. Mrs. Jessica (speaker) also made 
sure that we are equipped with not only the 
knowledge but also the right mindset. I look 
forward to employing what I learned through this 
webinar. 

Joshua Muntu - Grade 11 DP

 

 
  

 
’ 

– 
   

 
   

 
  

SAYAKAYA WEBINAR

LATEST
EVENTS


