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FROM THE EXECUTIVE PRINCIPAL
Dear Parents, Teachers and Staff
It is wonderful to be writing this newsletter against the
backdrop of a completed term relatively covid interruption
free. As I write this article, our covid numbers within the
school community are the lowest that they have been this
year, indicating that currently we are being successful in
giving the students the much-needed face-to-face
learning along with keeping the rapid spread of covid
within the community in check. As things stand, we will be
moving to a fully offline format for Grades 11, 10 and 6
from the beginning of next term. This is because all these
students face significant international assessments in the
near future which we must prepare them for. No one can
doubt the willingness of the community to engage in
online learning and the effort it required. The offline
experience however allows for a far richer and wellrounded learning experience, and we are very keen to
maintain this.
It has been a joy to see students able to participate in
assemblies, socialise together during break times, attend
school events and presentations, and engage in the 1001
different activities our school provides. One such activity
has been the senior boys and girls DBL basketball and
cheerleading. It is wonderful to note the progress of the
senior boys’ team who at the time of writing this article
have made it to the final 8 with an exhilarating brand of
high tempo basketball.
The universities admissions programme is well under way
in the High School with high quality guidance and advice
paving the way for yet more successful admissions.

The expectation we all have is that attendance at Sekolah
Ciputra prepares you for life beyond school including opening
many doors of opportunity. The High School team is providing
a great example of this in streamlining the university
admissions process.
Hand in hand with this goes the enrolment process. The
school has high standards of entry and therefore sets very
high expectations. We are currently enrolling and offering
significant discounts. The Open Day in September proved to
be very successful and our classes are filling fast. As I wrote
in an earlier piece, our numbers are limited and last year a
number prospective students missed out due to the relevant
classes being full. This year our numbers are even higher so I
would strongly recommend those intending to enrol students
to do so as soon as possible.Note also that we will run our
annual scholarship process in Term 2.
Term 2 stands to be an incredibly busy yet fulfilling time for
our community. Have a great break and we look forward to
seeing you all in October.
Martin Blackburn
Executive Principal

IMPORTANT DATES
3-7 Oct
Mid Semester Break

A Message from PYP
What an amazing nine weeks it has been! To finally have
our students in school all day, every day, enjoying all their
regular activities and finally being able to socialise once
more is a dream come true for us all. This great jubilation
has definitely been partnered with some challenges as our
students have learnt to adjust to sharing space with 400
other students and sharing the attention of their teachers
and their friends. They have had to relearn so many ways of
being and doing that they were disconnected from for over
two years so it has definitely been a term of hard work and
sometimes a bit of ´tough love´on the part of myself and our
teaching staff. I feel; however, that on the whole we have
successfully recreated our strong Sekolah Ciputra
foundations of respect, integrity, honesty and empathy. We
are ready to build on these foundations.
Our year started with a concerted effort by all teachers on
establishing shared understandings of what everyone
wanted their classrooms to feel like. We spent a lot of time
establishing routines and expectations, understanding that
our students had been out of this environment for a long
time. We also decided to spend the first two weeks
conducting diagnostic assessment and revision of the
previous year's work in order to really understand where
students were as learners after such a unique online
learning experience. This was a great experience because
it enabled us to develop really authentic relationships with
our students very quickly. In the third week we began
working on our Units of Inquiry and these have been
incredible. It has been such a joy to see the students
engaging in collaboration, in discussions, in research and in
diving deep in their conceptual understanding of the topics.
The PYP is abuzz with learning from PG A all the way
through to PYP 6.
We returned to conducting some of our assemblies in
Ciputra Hall and this has been wonderful.Our students are
demonstrating great self regulation skills as they move
quietly to and from the hall and they are being excellent
audience members for these events. We have also had two
virtual assemblies as we have realised that we can engage
the students in a variety of ways depending on the purpose
of the gathering. Two weeks ago we enjoyed an active
assembly for PE and Religion in Ciputra Hall which was
followed by a peaceful virtual assembly to celebrate
International Peace Day this week.
We have also started Early years Assemblies for PYP A &
B and of course we always try to keep the EY assemblies
lively and active!!
Our PYP 6 students have participated in virtual tours to
Egypt and Peru and our PG B students have enjoyed an
actual excursion on the bus around Surabaya. We are
conducting parent meetings and our Monthly Informal Chats
both face-to-face and virtually depending on the
circumstance.

Toddle continues to grow in importance in our teaching
and learning and this year, parents can see what their
child is learning and their progress through their tasks. I
do hope that everyone is taking advantage of this
opportunity to look at the feedback your teachers are
providing your children as this is all part of our efforts to
report progress.
We have a lot going on in the PYP with the SIGs taking
place each afternoon and music lessons being offered.
Our students have also completed their nominations for
the Eco School Committee and work will start next term
on our 7 step process to receiving our Green Flag
Award.Please read more about this in the Sustainability
and Service section of this newsletter. We have 70
students who will be working with the High School
students to audit all areas of our school to determine the
level of sustainable practices we demonstrate. Even our
PYP 1 - 3 will have a Junior Eco School Committee. This
is very exciting as we are the only Eco School in
Surabaya and one of only four in the whole of indonesia!
I look forward to seeing you as we invite you to join our
parent workshops and events in the next term. We are
looking forward to continuing this great year with more
amazing activities and events. Thank you for your
wonderful support as we work together for our students.
Christine Stayte
PYP Coordinating Principal

Dress Up for Success
Dress up for success was our first STUCO event in this
academic year! This event allowed EY until PYP 6 students
to dress up as their dream jobs, share their careers, and be
open-minded to all kinds of dream jobs. This event was
held from 19th to 20th September 2022. Students dressed
up as their amazing dream jobs. When a student dresses
up, they had @5 house points added to their house colors.
We did not forget to include temporary online friends and
asked them to take a photo/video of themselves and put it
on the provided Padlet.
After this event happened, we asked some students what
they thought of this event. Students liked the Dress up for
success event because they could be creative at making
the costumes and wear outfits at school. Below are some
reviews from PYP students.
“I encountered many people dressed up during this event.
Some of them might be the same as others. I liked that
during this event you can dress up and be creative with the
design to represent your dream job. I would like to add
nothing because this event is great!” said Eleonora (6B).
“This event is very nice and creative because it lets
students express themselves. They are able to share their
own opinions and career and other students can be openminded to all kinds of dream jobs,” said Chloe and Richelle
(6D).
Lastly, next time, we would love to repeat this event in the
future and thank you to Liam 5B for his idea for this event.
We will see you all again in our next STUCO event.
Check out some inspiring photos!
by Evangeline.C.G (Stuco Secretary) &
Vanessa.N.L (Stuco Blue House Captain)

INASEC COMPETITION
This year, my team and I decided to enter to INASEC
competition under the code name “Vanguard” in which we
were given a case during the day of the competition and
given 12 hours to create a solution for it, this year the case
was about the plastic cup issue in Indonesia. I had the role
as the designer of the team in order to visualize the product
using Fusion 360 (CAD) which not only led to a finishedlooking product but also learning more skills and
techniques along the modeling process. The competition
was filled with excitement, stress, and fear, but it enhanced
our collaboration and communication skills, giving us the
ability to achieve bronze in the competition. It was a fun
and meaningful experience, looking forward to next year's
INASEC competition.
Sidharta Hutama Wuntoro - Grade 12DP

SHOWING GRATITUDE IN
THE PYP

The Grade 5 classes worked on a
collaborative project in order to
celebrate International Dot Day
(15th
September)
and
also
Gratitude Day. They created a
beautiful Gratitude Dots Tree. The
students had fun making their own
dots and also they wrote things they
are grateful or thankful for. The 4
classes combined all their dots and
thankful cards into one BIG
gratitude dots tree.

A Message From High School
Hello Sekolah Ciputra! As we finish up the first term of the
2022-2023 school year, it is the perfect time to look back on
all of the exciting things that have taken place so far this year
and look forward to what lies ahead for our high school
community.It has been wonderful having our students back
for in-person learning, and we are seeing the educational
and social benefits of this throughout the school. Students
have been able to enjoy OSIS events, such as the “Sepirit
Week” and 3 vs 3 basketball games, as well as going to
support our Senior and Junior Basketball Teams in their DBL
Tournaments. Teachers are happy with the improved level of
engagement during classes, as well as the improved meeting
of submission deadlines by our senior students as their
Extended Essays and Internal Assessments are due.
Our counseling teams have also worked hard throughout the
first term. They have created a new school profile to share
with universities to better inform them about our school and
students. They have created and presented specific grade
level sessions for 11th and 12th grade students and parents
regarding the university application process and what
students need to do in order to prepare for this. We have
hosted quite a few university admissions representatives,
both in person and virtually, providing students the
opportunity to speak directly with the people who will be
involved in the reading and assessing of their university
applications. These are great ways for students to ask
questions and get a true understanding of what universities
are looking for in their student applications, as well as
learning about the differences between individual universities
and countries.
As we look forward to the second term, there are a number
of important events to be aware of. The most important thing
to be aware of is that starting on Monday, October 10th,
there will no longer be any online lessons provided for
students in grade 11.

Students in grade 10 will no longer have online lessons
beginning on Monday, October 24th. This is to ensure
students are prepared for the upcoming final exams (for
both 10th and 11th grade students) and successful
completion of the Personal Project (for 10th grade
students).
Student progress reports will be available to view in early
October. These provide students and parents with
information about how they are doing in their classes so
they know what they need to do to improve their grades
before the end of the 1st semester. Student Led
Conferences (SLC’s) and Parent Teacher Conferences
(PTC’s) will take place shortly after progress reports are
sent out. This provides the opportunity for students, parents
and teachers to discuss what they have learned in the first
semester and ask specific questions on how to improve.
Our school will continue with the Eco School Initiative
taking place throughout our school community. We are very
happy with the interest we have received so far, and look
forward to the planning and actions steps over the next few
months. We will have our annual University Fair in October,
where over 20 universities from around the world will come
to Sekolah Ciputra to speak with our students and parents.
We will also have 9th and 10th grade parent and student
sessions regarding the university preparation process
during the second term. There will be more exciting OSIS
events, and grade 12 students will continue to submit their
Internal Assessment drafts and prepare for their final
assessments in the second semester. Please ensure you
pay close attention to ManageBac and the School Events
Calendar so you do not miss any important information or
events coming soon.
Christopher Allen, Ed.D
High School Coordinating Principal

ANBK National Assessment
The computer-based national assessment is a program set by the government to assess the level of literacy and numeracy
in schools across Indonesia. Furthermore, a set of survey questions on the character building and safety of the school
environment must be answered by students and teachers. The data will inform the government and the school to make an
action plan to make further improvement to the school teaching and learning.
45 students from Grade 8 and 45 students from Grade 11 participated in this year’s assessment. In addition, there were 5
reserves from each grade to participate in case a student was absent. The students were randomly selected by the system
set by the government. The participating students were assigned to two different sessions.
The assessment was carried out successfully this year and we would like to thank all the parents and the students involved
in this event. We hope that the result will be great because it contributes to the school’s national accreditation. We look
forward to participating in the assessment again next school year.
Mark Hukom
High School Principal

Applying to University? We’ve Got Your Back
Time flies really fast this term, but we’ve learned so many
things along the way. The high school counselling
department has finally opened its door again to universities
coming to visit the students. Within the first three months of
school, we have had a number of universities and country
representatives coming to help students understand more
about university applications. We also have parent and
student sessions for grade 11 and 12 and will host more
sessions in the upcoming terms. This term has really been
a great opening for students’ university and career
preparation.

The 11th grade students and parents will explore more
information about their university options on 28
September 2022.

Starting in August, the counselling department worked
together to finalise the most updated School Profile which
contains all of our achievements in High School so far. It
has been a rewarding experience to see that our graduates
have been accepted to more than 150 universities all over
the world in the past five years. This should motivate our
current grade 12 students to explore more opportunities to
apply to any universities in the world with their IB and
WASC Accredited Diplomas.

As you can see, there have been major improvements in
the career-counselling department, as we always try to
provide more opportunities and information for students
in preparing for their future. With endless possibilities of
university options students have with their Diploma(s),
we want to ensure we provide you with enough
information and exposure to be able to make decisions
on your own and become independent and responsible
adults. So for students: Don’t be scared or nervous with
your university application, as we’ve got your back!

This term, we also welcomed university representatives
from The University of Sydney, The University of
Melbourne, California Baptist University, Purdue Fort
Wayne, Iowa State University, City University of Hong
Kong, and Education USA. We will also host another
session with university representatives from Lasalle College
Surabaya, the Toronto Metropolitan University, Simon
Fraser University and the University of British Columbia. In
each of the presentations, students are invited to ask
questions related to the application process as well as the
university life. Students and parents in grade 9-12 were
invited to join the sessions that happened during lunch time
or each Wednesday after school in the LRC. As more
universities are coming, the audience of the sessions have
grown from students only to students and parents, which
was great to see!
On 26 October 2022 we will welcome twenty university
representatives from Australia, Japan, UK, and Indonesia
for our annual University Fair. Apart from giving a specific
session for grade 9-12 students, the university
representatives will also be in Ciputra Hall Lobby to answer
all questions students and parents might have related to the
university application process. We will post more
information about the participating universities at the
beginning of Term 2.
Apart from the university sessions, we also held parent and
student meetings. We started with the grade 12 meeting to
share more information about university acceptances,
possibilities, timelines of applications and how BridgeU can
assist students throughout the process. All students in
Grade 12, as well as many of their parents, joined the
session. The session provided clarity and confidence for
students in knowing where their diploma can take them.

This September, one of the our counselling member, Ms.
Thressye, is also attending the CIS-EARCOS Institute on
International Admission & Guidance Conference in
Bangkok, where she will meet with university
representatives from around the world. This provides an
opportunity for them to learn more about our school and
our students, and helps with future collaboration with us.

HELLO, EAGLES!
OSIS has held several diverse and engaging
activities throughout the first term. Sepirit
Week, a 3v3 Eagles basketball competition,
Singaporean ice cream and java tea sale,
and a charity book drive.
The first event held by OSIS this year was
September Spirit Week (Sepirit Week).

Each day had its own theme, which
students could follow according to the
specified dress code. Following Sepirit
Week,
the
3v3
Eagles
basketball
competition
enhanced
the
school’s
spirit.Throughout the event, there was an
insurmountable amount of support from
the students and teachers! We are very
proud of each and every team for trying
their best.

Since we all miss traveling, OSIS brought a taste of Singapore to you. The OSIS team proudly
presents their very own Singaporean ice cream sandwich and Just-like-the-movies Java tea. To
end this term, OSIS launched a charity book drive for individuals in need. Students and instructors
can give new or used books to the children at Surabaya's Panti Asuhan Amanah Insan!
Do anticipate future OSIS plans because many more events are coming from OSIS. We hope that
students, along with teachers, will continue to show the everlasting support we have seen
throughout our previous events!

SUSTAINABILITY AND
SERVICE UPDATE

Sekolah Ciputra is now an Eco School - the only one in
Surabaya and one of only four in the whole of Indonesia. As
an Eco School we will be striving to practice sustainable
behaviour and ensure that everything we do today is making
the world a better place. We will be spending the next two
years working towards the Green Flag Award which is
internationally recognised and most prestigious.
We will begin working on a 7 Step Process which involves
conducting a Sustainability Audit and writing an Action Plan for
areas of the school that we feel need change.All of this is
student driven and we are incredibly proud of the fact that we
have 140 students who have nominated to work with us on the
Eco School Committee. The establishment of an Eco School
Committee is the first step in the Eco School process. These
are students from PYP 1 - Grade 12 so this will truly be a
continuum initiative. We will have a core Eco School
Committee of 20 students from PYP 4 - Grade 12 and then we
will have eight sub-committees who will work on conducting
the Sustainability Audit which is the second step. These audits
will take place in Terms 2 & 3 and the sub committees will also
begin working on activities and events related to their areas
which include: Litter, waste, energy, school grounds, transport,
food, water and sanitation and biodiversity and nature. The
Junior Eco School committee comprising of PYP 1 - 3
students will begin working on ideas to feed up to the core
committee so everyone´s voice will be heard.
Parents will also be invited to join the Eco School committee
meetings as advisors and mentors so if you have a specific
interest or passion for any one of those areas listed above, we
would love to hear from you.
In Term 4, the survey data will be used to determine a number
of areas in which we feel we could improve and an Action Plan
will be written by the students for the 2023/24 academic year.

This is just the beginning and we really hope you are
ready to come on this journey with us and to make some
significant changes to your own lives in order to make
the world a better place for our children.
We are also happy to announce that we have once
again partnered with Bye Bye Plastic Bags in order to
bring some interesting, engaging and purposeful
activities to our students. We are working with BBPB to
move closer to eradicating the dreaded plastic bag from
all our shops in Surabaya.
We were privileged to be invited to host the screening of
Bigger than Us at the beginning of this term and it was a
wonderful experience for all who attended. Melati
Riyanto Wijsen, the founder of BBPB and Youthtopia
joined us after the screening for some Q & A with our
guests and it was truly inspirational. This was our first
Sustainability event of the year and it was a great movie
about young changemakers all over the world.
So as you can see - big changes are coming!Stay tuned
and help us to empower our students to help us make
the world a better place.
Christine Stayte
Sustainability and Service Committee
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